

Benson Bldg.-616 Main Street 
Bottineau, North Dakota 58318 


a. s. BENSON 
ROGER D. SCHELL 
SWAIN BENSON 


December 28, 1978 


Area Code 701 
Telephone! 

228-3655 


RE: ELMER JESME ESTATE 


Dear Heirs, 

Enclosed please find the final distribution in the 
above estate, together with the accounting of the 
same. 


It was a pleasure being of service to you during 
the probate proceedings and we would like to ex¬ 
tend our sincere best wishes for the future. 

If we can be of further assistance to you, please 
don't hesitate to contact us. 


Within the next few days we will mail the K-1 forms 
to each of you, which you should use when filing 
your income tax return. 

We will look forward to hearing from you, should you 
have any questions regarding this matter. 


Very truly yours, 
BENSON & SCHELL 

^ ^ ' t '> O H/ 

-BY: A. S. Benson 



ASB//ca/ 

Enel'S^' 



1309 Meredith Drive 
Bismarck ND 58501 
F ebruary 23, 1978 


Dear Friends 

I have chosen to use that salutation because 
I have had contact with so many of you either in 
person or by correspondence and all of you have been 
so very helpful and friendly in every way. 

Many of you did not know Elmer Jesme or even 
know that he existed and so this is an attempt to give 
you a little history of his life as well as some 
personal comments about my relationship with him. Several 
of you have indicated a desire for such information. 

I am enclosing some information about the Jesme 
family that I have been able to piece together during 
my efforts to find the potential heirs in the estate. 

I hope this will also be of some interest to you and 
that it is reasonably understandable. There are some 
errors in spelling on the one list and I am sorry about 
that. The two sheets with the addresses attempts to 
correct the first sheet both in spelling and in later 
developments. If you have questions, that you think 
I may be able to answer, please feel free to write and 
I will give it my best effort. 

I am also sending a picture of Elmer taken, 

I believe, in 197^. 

I want to thank all of you who helped me get 
this information together. You have been so kind, 
cooperative and responsive that my job has been much 
easier than it might otherwise have been. I have also 
appreciated the nice letters many of you have sent. 

I do hope the final settlement of the estate_ 
can be accomplished soon. There are still a few details 
to be checked out to make sure everything is in 
order. 

Again thank all of you so very much. May the 
future indeed smile on each of you and your loved ones. 

Sincerely, yours, 

R. W. Bangs 

Personal Representative 
Elmer Jesme Estate 




A VERY SHORT BIOGRAPHY OP 
ELMER JESME 

Many of you did not have the privilege of knowing 
Elmer Jesme, who was your relative, and this is an attempt to 
give you a little information about him and his life. 

I use the word "privilege" on purpose because I deem it 
a real privilege to have been associated with him in a 
business relationship and as a very dear friend for over 
40 years. We were very close and were perhaps almost like 
brothers in our relationship. 

Elmer was born in Halstad, Minnesota in 1896 but came 

to Bottineau County in North Dakota when he was two years old. 

He graduated from Bottineau High School and attended the 
University of North Dakota. With the death of his father he 
was unable to continue his work at the University. He began 
farming north and west of Landa, North Dakota, which is 
about 6 miles south of the Canadian border. He spent the rest 
of his life in this community. 

Elmer was a man of strong convictions and he believed 
strongly in what was right and honorable in all his dealings 
with people. He was completely honest and was deeply concerned 
about the affairs of the community, the state and the nation. 

He was always ready to reach out with a helping hand to those 
who needed encouragement and a second chance. Some people might 
have called him a soft touch. 

He served on the township board, the school board, the 
elevator board, his church board as well as many other groups 
and organizations. He was elected as County Commissioner in 
Bottineau County in 1936 and served until 1973 when he chose not 
to run for reelection. He was honored by the State Association 
of County Commissioners by being chosen to serve as the state 
president. He served on many committees of the State Association 
especially those which dealt with legislation and with State 
Agencies dealing with taxes, tax laws and tax equalization. 

As County Commissioner he served with outstanding courage and 
dedication. He was a very intelligent man who also had a great 
amount of good common sense. 

The place he holds in the minds of his fellow citizens 
in Bottineau County is evidenced by the way in which his 
activities are memorialized in the new Bottineau County 
Court House. He was a driving force in getting the bond issue 
passed which made the building of the court house possible. 

Elmer never married. He took care of his widowed mother 
with great concern and loving devotion until her death in 1957 * 
One of the very traumatic experiences of his life was the 
death_of his younger brother, Palmer, in an automobile accident 
in 1934. Elmer had no other brothers or sisters. Another brother 
had died in infancy. Palmer's death was also a source of great 
sorrow to the mother. Palmer was about 10 years younger than 
Elmer. 


Elmer died suddenly on December 16, 1975« He had been 
clearing snow from his farm driveway and apparantiy had 
started walking back to the house after the tractor became 

stuck in the snow. 0?iiene was a brisk wind with, below aero 

temperatures and about 100 yards from the house he suffered 
an acute coronary occlusion. Death was instantaneous and he 
was found some time later by neighbors. 

Elmer was a life long and faithful member of the Methodist Church 






NAMES AND ADDRESSES - JESME FAMILY 


INGEBORG JESME HOSING 

Julius Mosing (deceased) 

Bill Mosing (deceased) 

Ben Mosing (deceased) 

Eugene Mosing 
318 East 5th Street 
Bottineau, ND 58318 

Maurice Mosing 
7130 West Broadway 
Forest Lake, Minnesota 

Mrs Charlotte Peterson 

4185 Summit Lane 

White Bear Lake, Minnesota 

Mrs Eileen Brown 
433.6 Arthur Street N.E. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Mrs Bernice Cyr 
7130 West Broadway 
Forest Lake, Minnesota 

Mrs Charlotte Crane (deceased) 

Roger Crane 

P.0. Box 529 

San Anselmo, California 

Richard Crane 

8497 Hickory Hill Blvd. 

Grand Blanc, Michigan 

Mrs Alice Kowal 
P.0. Box N 

Mt Prospect, Illinois 

Francis Mosing 
1128 Oak Street 
Red Wing,Minnesota 

0scar. Mosing (deceased ) 

Marshall Mosing(deceased) 

Mrs Dorothy Berkins 
139 - 14th Street N.E. 
Rochester, Minnesota 

William Mosing 
841 -8th Ave. S.E. 
Rochester, Minnesota 

Mrs Verbenia Allen 
4732 Cowell Boulevard 
Davis, California 95816 


BIG OLE JESME 

Oscar Jesme (deceased) 

Nels Jesme (deceased) 

Tom (Thorstine)Jesme (deceased) 

Mary Jesme (deceased) 

Lily Jesme (deceased) 

Mildred Jesme (deceased) 

Anna Jesme Madar (deceased) 

Ingeborg (Belle) Jesme Bragg 

Edith Bragg Mosing (deceased) 

Gerald 0. Bragg (deceased) 

Mrs Madeline Bragg Brandt 
Willow- City, ND 58384 

Mrs Olive Bragg Leadbetter 
(deceased March 19*1977 

Mrs Kathleen Tobelman 
1711 - 7th Ave. 

San Francisco, CA 94-122 

Kenneth Heimbush 
Barnesvulle, Minnesota 56514- 

James Leadbetter 
Luverne, ND 58056 

Mrs Evelyn Flesberg 
Colfax, Wisconsin 

Dwayne Leadbetter 

705 s.w. 5 

Valley City, ND 58072 









NAMES AND ADDRESSES - JESME EAMILY 


PLENA JESME HANSON 

Mrs Olive Hanson Nordstrom 
Hawley Manor 
Hawley, Minnesota 

Carl Hanson (deceased) 

Mrs Charlotte Aldrich 
Hawley, Minnesota 

Mrs Blanche Posey 
Harwood, N.D. 

Jasper Hanson 

Pelican Rapids, Minnesota 

Abner Hanson 

Pelican Rapids, Minnesota 

Orvis Hanson 

2005 - 5th Ave. North 

Moorhead, Minnesota 56560 

Mrs Norma Ploberg 
Pelican Rapids, Minnesota 

Mrs Jean Boreen 
Twin Valley, Minnesota 

Elmer Hanson ( deceased) 

Joseph Hanson 
Route 2 Box 28 
Cameron, Wisconsin 

Orton Hanson 
Route 3 

Cumberland, Wisconsin 

Mrs Eunice Nelson 
115 - 14th Street 
Black Eagle, Montana 

Mrs Carol Apfel 
1 31 Chamberlain 
Rice Lake, Wisconsin 

Elder Hanson 
8594 Grenadire Ave. 

South Cottage Grove, Minnesota 


LEWIS JESME 

Roy Jesme 
Box 631 

Baudette, Minnesota 56623 

Eugene Jesme (deceased) 

Mrs Harriet Jesme Burke 
4362 Coolige Ave. 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

JENS JESME 

Mrs Bella Jesme Oium (deceased) 

Mrs Stella Oium Rynning 
312 Tuxedo Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 

Lillian Oium (deceased) 

Mrs Emma Jesme Strand (deceased) 

Mrs Josephine Pisher 
Baker, Montana 

Mrs Agnes Coleman 
Elbow Lake, Minnesota 

Mrs Olive Mills 
Route 1, Box 1 B 
Cannon Palls, Minnesota 

Mrs Vivian Gilomen 
Rural Route # 3 
Northfield, Minnesota 

Albert T. Strand 
Box 1913 

Camp Verde, Arizona 86322 

Walter L. Strand 
86 Via Minorca 

Cathedral City, California 92234 


BEN JESME 

Mrs Olive Moe 
Foxholm, ND 58725 
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